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of the propositions in the book of Father Quesnel,
priest of the Oratory and a Jansenist, it immediately
caused extreme agitation and stirred up endless
troubles.

The Jansenist parliament took sides against the
Jesuit's decree and the Pope's decision. Political
opinion was divided into two rival factions, and
political dissension was bound up with religious
dissension and made the straggle more bitter.
Francois of Paris, a Jansenist deacon, opposed the
Unigenitus Bull; and he attracted fanatical sup-
porters by his piety and charity and his renunciation
of worldly goods. After his death miracles were
alleged to have taken place at his tomb in the
cemetery of Saint-Medard; and his disciples' zeal
was carried to its height by astonishing healings
and scandalous scenes.

Faced by the extravagances of the "Convulsion-
is ts" and orgies of black magic, the Church amid
protestations and complaints closed the cemetery.
A poet stuck the following epigram on the cemetery
gate:

De par le roiy defense a Dieu
De faire miracle en ce lieu.

Louis XV's and his ministers' attitude was al-
ways cautious; they strove to reconcile and ap-
pease, and show an impartial indulgence, and
refused to take up the claims of the Jesuits against
the Jansenists. Between the authority of the Pope,
which was upheld throughout the kingdom by the
Company of Jesus, and the Jansenist circles whose